10 things Group Policy Preferences can
do better than your current script!

By Florian Frommherz
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Overview
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implement or require heavy scripting action. Some of them even require you to import some registry
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To get around these issues, we can use Group Policy Preferences with 21 new Client Side Extensions
that implement a heck of functionality we were missing until now. The perquisites and requirements

can be found herehttp://support.microsoft.com/kb/943729 You basically need to download and

install the Client Side Extensions on all target machines. Additionally, you need a management

station with Server 2008 installed (meeabserver is sufficient) or a Vista SP1 machine with RSAT
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This article is (hopefully) about what Group Policy Preferences can do and how they can help you
minimize overall scripting in your environment.

Drive Mappings

One of the things every administrator under us certainly created once in his career is drive mappings.
Drive mappings help users place their documents on the same server with the same drive lletter al
the time. We usually map drive using scripts, lidgananasimportant documentsand provide

special drive letters to them so people can use them like their local drives. For a batch file, we could
simply use

NET USE \\Wanamas \important document so /persistent:no
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what if we wanted to filter the sharing a little bit? What if we wanted to have a couple of shares
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This is where Preferences can help. Unidser ConfiguratiohPreferencesWindows SettingsDrive

Mapswe can find the corresponding Preferersmttings{ St SOGAYy 3 abSégé¢ FNBY (KS
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understand. It sometimes is a 100% copy of the Ul in WindgagtMeels like you would configure
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http://support.microsoft.com/kb/943729
file:\\bananas\important%20documents
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Creating a drive mapping is boring the same way it is using a script. It gets interesting as soon as we

try to implement the filter criteria based on which we want the share mapped. Prefesecan do
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button you can push. That opens up a sort of formula editor we can use to create a filter. Machines

that are in the scope of your Group Policighwthis Preference will use that filter to evaluate whether
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it: based on security group membership and operating system of the client.



