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Overview  
[ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΥ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ 

implement or require heavy scripting action. Some of them even require you to import some registry 

ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŦƛƭŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ DǊƻǳǇ tƻƭƛŎȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ADM templates for them around.  

To get around these issues, we can use Group Policy Preferences with 21 new Client Side Extensions 

that implement a heck of functionality we were missing until now. The perquisites and requirements 

can be found here: http://support.microsoft.com/kb/943729. You basically need to download and 

install the Client Side Extensions on all target machines. Additionally, you need a management 

station with Server 2008 installed (member server is sufficient) or a Vista SP1 machine with RSAT 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ !5 ǎŎƘŜƳŀ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ ŀ нллу 5/ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

This article is (hopefully) about what Group Policy Preferences can do and how they can help you 

minimize overall scripting in your environment. 

Drive Mappings  
One of the things every administrator under us certainly created once in his career is drive mappings. 

Drive mappings help users place their documents on the same server with the same drive letter all 

the time. We usually map drive using scripts, like \ \bananas\ important documents and provide 

special drive letters to them so people can use them like their local drives. For a batch file, we could 

simply use 

NET USE U: ñ\ \ bananas \ important  documentsò /persistent:no 

to ƳŀǇ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŀƴŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ άƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ ǘƻ ¦ΥΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ς but 

what if we wanted to filter the sharing a little bit? What if we wanted to have a couple of shares 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ group membership in a AD security 

ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΚ {ŎǊƛǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΦ 

This is where Preferences can help. Under User Configuration\ Preferences\ Windows Settings\ Drive 

Maps we can find the corresponding Preference settings. {ŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ άbŜǿέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƳŜƴǳΣ 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦L ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 

understand. It sometimes is a 100% copy of the UI in Windows ς it feels like you would configure 

some settings oƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǊƻŎƪΦ 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/943729
file:\\bananas\important%20documents
file:\\bananas\important


 

Creating a drive mapping is boring the same way it is using a script. It gets interesting as soon as we 

try to implement the filter criteria based on which we want the share mapped. Preferences can do 

this with item-ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀō ά/ƻƳƳƻƴέ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άƛǘŜƳ-ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

button you can push. That opens up a sort of formula editor we can use to create a filter. Machines 

that are in the scope of your Group Policy with this Preference will use that filter to evaluate whether 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜǊŜƛƴ ƎŜǘǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ άbŜǿ LǘŜƳέ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 

it: based on security group membership and operating system of the client. 

 

 


